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versed in the difficult art of deciding between appear-
ance and reality, and between the natural and the
supernatural; in times, moreover, when no one thought
it worth while to contradict any alleged miracle,
because it was the belief of the age that miracles in
themselves proved nothing, since they could be worked
by a lying spirit as well as by the spirit of Grod.
Such were the witnesses ; and even of them we do not
possess the direct testimony; the documents, of date long
subsequent, even on the orthodox theory, which contain
the only history of these events, very often do not
even name the supposed ej^e-witnesses. They put
clown (it is but just to admit), the best and least absurd
of the wonderful stories such multitudes of which were
current among the early Christians; but when they
do, exceptionally, name any of the persons who were
'.the subjects or spectators of the miracle, they doubtless
draw from tradition, and mention those names with
which the story was in the popular mind, (perhaps
accidentally) connected : for whoever has observed the
way in which even now a story gro^s up from some
small foundation, taking on additional details at every
step, knows well how from being at first anonymous
it gets names attached to it; the name of some one
by whom perhaps the story has been told, being brought
into the story itself first as a witness, and still later
as a party concerned,

It is also noticeable and is a very important con-